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THE LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF

WILLIAM McDONALD (1790-1856)

In the name of God Amen.

I, William McDonald, of the County of Berkeley in the state of Virginia being now in tolerable good health, and of sound and disposing memory, do think it nothing more than right to make my last will and testament, which I do as follows:

First, I direct my executors hereinafter named, to sell and dispose of my personal property so soon after my death as may be convenient, out of the proceeds thereof, pay all my funeral expenses and just debts.

Second, after the payment of my funeral expenses and just debts, I will and devise one third of my personal estate to my wife Margaret McDonald and also the proceeds of one third of my real estate for and during her natural life, and after her death, I dispose of the same as is hereinafter mentioned

Third, I will and devise to my daughter, Isabella Waite, wife of John W. Waite, for and during her normal life, the farm on which they at present live on the west side of the North Mountain, called the Lucas Farm and a negro girl called Mary and her future increase.  The farm I value at one thousand dollars and the negro girl at five hundred dollars, and also five hundred dollars in cash, with the proviso, as to the cash legacy, that any improvements I may make on the farm hereby devised to my daughter Isabella and charge her or her husband and which shall be deducted from said legacy and any balance that remains at my death, or the whole I direct my said executors to pay over to my said daughter Isabella as she may need it, if any balance or said legacy should remain unpaid at the death of my said daughter Isabella, I direct my said executors to pay the same over to her children, when they arrive at twenty-one years of age or the survivors of them.

Fourth, after the death of my daughter Isabella, I will and devise the farm and negro Mary, and her increase heretofore devised to her for life, to the present children of my said daughter Isabella, and such others as she may hereafter have and to the survivors or survivor of them and their heirs forever.

Fifth, the balance of my estate of every description real and personal, together with that devised to my wife during life, I will and devise to my four children to wit, Anna E.,Angelina A., James William, and Rachel Louisa, to them and their heirs forever, to be equally divided between, with this difference that my daughter Anna E. is to be charged with one hundred and fifty dollars, and my daughter Angelina A., with one hundred dollars, which is to be deducted form their shared and added to the shares of James W. and Rachell.

Sixth, If any of my children should bring suit or in any manner commence litigation, about any part of my estate herein devised, I will and devise such part of my estate as may have been devised to them, or any of them, to be divided among my other children before mentioned, equally, my said daughter as the devises heretoforemade to be subject 

to the same restrictions as the devises heretoforemade to her and to pass and descend in the manner heretofore stated at her death.

And lastly, I hereby nominate, constitute and appoint my friends Job Throckmorton and John P. Kearfott executors of this my last will and testament, ratifying this and confirming the same, and none other as my true last will and testament.  In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal this 15th day of June in the year of our 

Lord 1850.

                                                                                  William McDonald

Witnesses

James L Campbell

Jno. P. Kearfott

Berkeley County to wit         May Term 1856

This last will and testament of Wm. McDonald decd. was partially proven at the last term of this court was again produced in court and further proven upon the oath of James L. Campbell the other subscribing witness thereto and is ordered to be recorded and on the motion of John P. Kearfott, the executor therein named who made oath according to law and entered into and acknowledge bond in the penalty of ten thousand dollars, conditioned according to law certificate in granted him for obtaining a probate of said will in due form.

This is the true copy of Berkeley County Re-Recorded Deed Book 2, page 324, Martinsburg, Berkeley County WV.            

                                                                   Don C. Wood

                                                                   State of West Virginia

                                                                   Berkeley County

