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JAMES  WILLIAM  McDONALD

1837-1911

Obituary in the Martinsburg Gazette

     It is with much sorrow that we chronicle the death of our personal friend and fellow citizen Col. James W. McDonald, which occurred at the home on the outskirts of the town of Darkesville and six miles south of this city on the Winchester pike, on Sunday morning last at 8:45 o’clock.  A few years ago Col. McDonald had a severe spell of pneumonia which left him with a weak lung and with which he lost much of his physical strength and vigor with which he was blessed to a remarkable degree.  He having from his youth be one of the finest specimens of physical manhood in all this section.  About two weeks ago he was again taken with pneumonia which with his weakened condition and complications brought on the dissolution as stated above.

     Col. McDonald was a big hearted kind fellow with many, many friends to whom he was ever faithful and true.  At his home he ever disbursed a most charming hospitality and his many charities were without ostentation.

     He followed farming since he came to manhood, was industrious and a fine manager and accumulated a very handsome fortune.

     His wife who survives him was Miss Alice Stewart, the youngest child of the late David Stewart and a sister of Mr. R. N. Steward, of this city, and Mr. John M. Stewart, of Bunker Hill. He is also survived by four sons and two daughters:  Ernest F., who lives near Darkesville, James, Jr. of Los Angeles, California, Roy of Kansas and Bruce now attending school at Davis and Elkins College, Mrs. Myra Zeiler, wife of J. Dean Zeiler of near Darkesville, and Mrs. Mazie Miller, wife of Mr. Harry S. Miler, also of near Darkesville. 

     The funeral took place from the home on Tuesday morning at 10:30 o’clock, Rev. R A. White officiating, assisted by Rev. Frank A. Strother and the interment was in the family lot in Green Hill Cemetery.

