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DARKESVILLE,   WEST   VIRGINIA

By Bruce McDonald, “Glenrocko” January 9, 1961

Edited by Mary McDonald Marcon, his daughter

Darkesville was named after General Darke who was a general in the French and Indian Wars.  Gen. Darke was in the engagement at Point Pleasant and gave a good account of himself.  He was of short statue, and it was said that his sword was nearly as long as he was tall.  Evidently his age hindered him from being in the Revolutionary War.

His house was of log construction and was one and one-half stories tall.  I remember this house.  It was destroyed by fire around 1916.  This house was located about two hundred yards west of Valley Pike, now known as Route eleven, on the north side of Middle Creek.

General Buckles helped lay out the streets and businesses.  Gen. Buckles’s home was about two hundred yards west of Valley Pike, and was on the south side of Middle Creek.  It was of the same construction as Gen. Darke’s.  At one time this side of Middle Creek was known as Bucklestown.  Gen. Buckles moved to Kentucky about 1800.

Darkesville was incorporated in 1791.  Gen. Darke had laid out part of his farm and the farms of others into lots and streets.  A community well was on the east side of Valley Pike, beside the Methodist Church, across from the George Pine home and blacksmith shop.  This well is still in use, and has never run dry.

During the War Between the States, the George Pine house was used by Belle Glade,

 as a refuge, when she was spying on the Northern Army and reporting their planned maneuvers to the Southern generals, it has been said.

The house on the corner opposite the George Pine house and across Valley Pike from the Methodist Church was known as a “house of ill repute”.

In 1812 Darkesville had a woolen mill of sixteen spindles, Wickershan’s Mill.  This was run by water power from Middle Creek.  The mill stood where Charles Shroades home now is.  (This is where Bruce McDonald, Jr. stayed to complete his first year at Martinsburg High when our home burned in 1933.  It has since been destroyed M.McD.M.)  In early times many farmers had their wool carded at this mill and then

they took it home for spinning and weaving.  Then the cloth was run through a filler.  I have seen a receipt for payment to this mill by my ancestors for carding wool.  Then my family members took this back home and spun it on the old spinning wheel, and wove it on the hand loom.

There was a grist mill near the same place.  I did think there was a saw mill here too, but I now believe the saw mill was up the creek at Throckmorton’s Mill, where there was also a grist mill.

At this saw mill they originally had just an up and down saw.  Later they added a circular saw.  My father, J. W. McDonald, was born near this mill where he lived when he was young.  Two of his sisters married Throckmorton boys.

Darkesville also had a tannery, a saddle shop, a blacksmith shop, and several taverns and stores.

At this time silk culture was a great fad, and it was tried here, as witnessed by the many paper mulberry trees still growing nearby.  These provided food for the silkworms.

Gen. Drake’s father lived at Duffields (Darke) in Jefferson County.  Gen. Drake stayed at Darkesville most of the time, for it was the headquarters of the militia in this area.  The barracks where the militia met on Valley Pike is still standing.  The armory was here and it was on a main road to Winchester which was Gen. Washington’s base at Fort Loudoun.

There many Hessian prisoners of the Revolutionary War held in this area and in the Winchester area.  These men were trained with many skill, and many of the native stone fences, stone housed and barns were built by them.  Their stonework was supreme.  There is one stone barn near here that is complete with stone arches for the fore-bay.  This building is so well constructed that it withstood a fire that burned all the timbers and the roof.  It was rebuilt without any repairs to the stone walls and is still in use today.

Later Gen. Drake moved to Drake in Jefferson County, which is located east of Duffields near the main line of the B&O Railroad.  He was buried here with scarcely a marker.

(Darkesville is located on US 11 about 2 miles north of Inwood WV.  Darkesville was a much shorter drive from the Old Home Place ,Glencoe, before I-81 was constructed.  The road that was used to travel to Darkesville was closed by I-81 construction in the early 1960’s and then one must drive to Inwood and then go north on US 11, a trip of three of four additional miles.)

